ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated i March 186^ ;-^ur, 

COPIES of the Memoeiai, from the Koyal Dublin Society to the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council for Education, dated the 30 ch day of January 
1864, representing the unfinished and unsatisfactory Condition of the Edu- 
caiional Departments of the Society 

Of the Lettee from the Royal Dublin Society, dated the 30 th day of January 
1864, which accompanied such Memorial:” 

Of the Reply from the Lords of the Committee, of the Privy Council for 
Education thereto — 

And, of the Lettee of the 24th day of July 1863, from the Treasury to the 
Royal Dublin Society.” 




Memorial from the Royal Dublin Society. 



To the Lords Committee of Privy Council on Education. 



Sheweth, 

That your Memorialists have frequently represented to your Lordships the 
unnnished and therefore unsatisfactory condition of the following public educa- 
lonal depMtments of the Royal Dublin Society, viz., The Museum of Natural 
istory, the Library, the premises devoted to agricultural purposes in Kildare 
otreet, and the Botanic Garden, Glasnevin. 

That so long as these several departments are permitted to remain in their 
present incomplete state, the public are deprived of advantages which the 
Institution would otherwise be capable of affording. 

3 ’our Memorialists have already represented to your Lordsliips that the 
following sums are indispensable, in order to complete these departments, viz: — 



Museum of Natural History - - . . 

Library - 

Botanical Museum, Botanic Garden, Glasnevin 
Agricultural Department - _ . , 



£. 

4,500 

1,000 

1,000 

3,000 



Total (exclusive of 500/. due to the Society]- 
for arrears of rent of the National Gallery') -j*' 



That m the year 1861, Captain Donnelly, on behalf of the Government 
Department of bcience and Art, inspected the v'arious branches of the Society, 
and reported that in his opinion the above sums were required for the purposes 
stated— an opinion in which the Commissioners subsequently appointed by the 
Lords Committee of Her Majesty’s Treasury to inquire into the Royal Dublin 
Society, &c., fully concurred. 

That the Lords of the Treasury, when transmitting the Report of their said 
Commissioners, intimated by letter of lOtb June, 1863, that upon the Society 
^ 22 , A consenting 
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consenting to make certain alterations in the constitution of its executive body, 
which the Commissioners advised, Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared 
to carry out the recommendations contained in the said report, including an 
application to Parliament for the sums above stated. 

That the Society forthwith consented to alter its constitution in accordance 
therewith. 

Tiiat whether the other recommendations of your Commissioners be carried 
into effect or not, the Council urgently but most respectfully pray that your 
Lordships will, during the ensuing Session, apply to Parliament for a grant of 
monev to enable the Society to complete the several departments above referred 
to, and thereby render them more available for the benefit and instruction of 
the public. 

By order of the Council, 

(signed) W. E. Steele. 

Royal Dublin Society, Assistant Secretary. 

November 26, 1863. • 



Royal Dublin Society, Kildare Street, 
Sir, 30 January 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose for the consideration of the Lords’ Committee 
of Privy Council on Education — 

1. A letter relative to the estimate for 9,500 1. for the completion of the 
society’s departments, and a copy of the correspondence referred to therein. 

2. A Memorial from the Council relative to the same subject. 

3. A printed copy of the same Memorial, with signatures of the general public 
who iiave concurred therein, and I am to add that a similar Memorial will be 
sent to the Lords Commiisioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, together with the 
original signatures of the public attached thereto. 

I have, &c., 

(signed) I'Fm. Edward Steele, m. d., 
Henry Cole, Esq., c. b.. Assistant Secretary. 

Department of Science and Art, 

South Kensington. 



Royal Dublin Society, Kildare Street, 
Sir, 30 January 1864. 

I AM directed by the Council of the Royal Dublin Society to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 2nd December last, wherein, after adverting to the 
receipt by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education of the estimate, 
amounting to 15,660 1., forwarded on behalf of this society, you state that ‘-'as 
the Report of the Commissioners has not yet been carried out, and as it is probable 
that there may be a Parliamentary inquiry next Session, their Lordships are not 
prepared to recommend the vote of 9,500 1. under the head of additional grants 
for conjpleting the Museum of Natural History, the Library, the Botanical 
Museum at the Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, and the Agricultural Department of 
the Royal Dublin Society.” 

In reply to this letter, the Council of the Royal Dublin Society desire most 
respectfully to submit to the Lords’ Committee of Privy Council on Education 
the reasons which seem to them to justify their Lordships in reconsidering the 
question, and to entertain a confident hope that, upon a full review of the circum- 
stances, their Lordships will be pleased to recommend for adoption the estimate 
already referred to. The Council are uuwilling to trespass upon their Lordships 
with a recapitulation of the important services rendered by the Royal Dublin 
Society to this country through the medium of their several departments, nor yet 
to remind them of the ready acquiescence with which every suggestion from their 
Lordships tending to increase the public usefulness of the institutions has.been 
received and adopted. 

The 
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The matters which the Council desire at pivsent more pavticulariy to bring 
under the attention of their Lordships are that the requirements involved in the 
application for 9,600 /. are wants long and urgently needed. That their e.visteno3 
and the necessity for their being supplied have bteu admitted by the able and 
competent authorities called upon from time to time by the Science and Art 
Department to report thereon ; that the continued delay in the completion of the 
several departments in question has been fully shown as not only im|)airing the 
general tfficimcy of the Society, but as tending to tlje absolute destruction of 
much of its valuable property, and that the public whose interest in tlie efficiency 
of the several Educational Departments of the Institution is paramount to all 
other considerations, is deprived of advantages which are possessed by the 
inhabitants of the other capitals of the United Kingdom ; tliat these conclusions 
have, for the most part, been formed by independent authorities wholly irrespec- 
tive of any question connected, with the niaintennnce of the Museum of Irish 
Industry, or its fusion with the Royal Dublin feociety ; and that postponement on 
account of any question respecting the former Institution is not only injurious 
to the Royal Dublin Society, but to the public; a view of the case in which the 
Council are gratified to find the Irish Government coincide. The letter of Sir 
Thos. A Larcom of 6th January 1864, stating that His Excellency has heretofore 
considered the application for the grant in question of 9,500 I ior completing 
the arrangements and fitments of the Royal Dublin Society to rest on its own 
admitted necessitv.” „ , „ „ 

The Council think it needless to do more than to refer to the Report oi Cap- 
tain Donnelly, of the 11 th December 1861, in which the urgent wants of the 
Society will be found stated with that gentleman's accustomed clearness and 



accuracy.* _ i n i 

The attention of the Treasury called by that Report to the aftairs of the Royal 
Dublin Society, led to the important letter of tiie Right Horn Fredenck Fed, m. p., 
of the 13th of May. 1862, aird to the further letter of ilr. George Alexander 
Hamilton, of the 22d August, 1862, in which, after referring to the corres- 
pondence on this subject, the Lords of the Treasury stated that they had 
requested the Right Hon. the Lord Justice of Appeal m Chancery, Richard 
Griffilh, Bart., Chairman of the Board of Public Works, Sir Charles Treveljan, 
K. c. B., and Captain Dmmeliy, ii.E., to act as a Commission of Inquiry lor the 

purposes named in such correspondence. . . 

The inquiry thus directed liaving been held, and the whole constitution oi the 
Royal Dublin Society, its several departments and their wants having been most 
minutely and carefully examined into upon the spot, the Commissioners agreed 
to a Report, to which the Coimcii conBdently refer as fully siistam.ng the j ustice 
of their claim, wholly irrespective of any decision involving the Museum ot Irish 

In adverting to this Report the Council esteem it a fortunate circumslance 
that Sir Cliarles Trevelyan, whose distinguished ability, long experieiice, and 
total independence of any local or other bias are unquestionable, should have 
been associated with the otlier eminent members of the Coimnission. 

The Council have next to remind their Lordships that the letter ot Mr. 
Frederick Peel, of the 10th June 1803, accompanying the Report just alluded to, 
contained the following" paragraph : — “In the event oi the Report receiving the 
approval of the Society, and the Society being ready to co-operate m the cliaugcs 
as regards the constitution of their executive body, which the Commissioners 
propose I am to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government will be prepared to 
Take the necessary steps to give effect to these recommendations. 

Following the receipt of this letter the Society met upon the 25th.Iune 1 86 3 , when 
it was Resaved— '• Tliat the Society accepts the Report of the Treasury Com mi»- 
sioners, so far as it relates to this Society; and is ready to adopt the cliangts as 
regards the constitution of its executive body, which the tommiploners propose. 

In furtherance of this resolution a Committee was appointed for the purpose 
of Drenarino- a d’oft of the alterations required in their constitution as advised 
by the^Report of the Commissioners, and the same was in due course laid betore 
the Society for approval, when the following letter from Mr. G. .V. Hamilton 



. Set Corte-pondenoa printed b, order of The House of Commons, dated 1 April isee, pp. 13, 
1_4 and 15. 
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the 24th July 1863, requestiog the Society to suspend all further procedings, 
was received : — 

“ Treasury Chambers, 

“ 24tli July 1863. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to 
“ acquaint you, that in consequence of a representation made by a number of 
“ Irish Members of Parliament, that the recommendations of the Commissioners, 
“ regarding the Royal Dublin Society and the Museum of Irish Industry, should 
“ not be carried into effect until an opportunity should be afforded to Parliament 
“ of fully discussing and deciding upon them, my Lords have deciiled that the 
“ union of the two Institutions should not be carried into effect without oppor- 
“ tunity for further inquiry, nor before Parliament shall meet next Session ; I 

am, therefore, to request that any further proceedings which may have been 
“ taken in the matter may be suspended. 

“ I Iiave, &c. 

“ To the Council of the (signed) “ GeotgQ A. Hamilton. 

“ Royal Dublin Society.” 

Upon receipt of this letter, the Society passed the following resolution, bearing 
date the 27th July 1863, viz. : — 

Resolved— That the Society, while still 3<lheriug to the undertaking to carry 
out the proposed changes in its constitution, already agreed to, feels at the same 
time bound, in deference to the wish contained in the letter from the Treasury 
just read, to suspend taking any steps in the matter until it shall receive a further 
coramunicalion from the Government.” 

Having thus, as they conceive, by a long series of proceedings established a 
just claim to have the decision of their Lordships reconsidered, and the estimate 
as forwarded, submitted for the consideration of Parliament, the Council would 
ask further to lay before their Loidships the impoiiant testimony in favour of 
their claims contained in the accompanying Memtirial, uliich they had hoped 
would have been forwarded by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, President of 
the Royal Dublin Society, a copy of the letter of Sir T. A. Laicom, k. c. b., 
containing the reasons which induced His Excellency for the present to decline 
being the advocate of the Society, is herewith sent. 

However, in conclusion, and inasmuch as tijere is no connexion bettveen the 
recommendations of the Commissioners for money to complete the Society’s 
Department and that for the amalgamation of the Museum of Irish Industry 
with the Royal Dublin Society, to which question alone it appears by the letter 
from the Lords of the Treasury just referred to, tlmt the anticipattd inquiry by 
Parliament will be directed, the Council respectfully but urgently request that 
their Lordships will not any longer withhold from the Society the means of 
rendering this Institution in its several departments of the fullest value and 
benefit to the public. 

1 have, &c. 

Henry Cole, Esq., c. b., JV. E. Steele, m. d., 

Department of Science and Art * Assistant-Secietary. 

South Kensington. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 5 January 1864. 

I AM directed by the Lord- Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ult., and the enclo.sed Memorial from the Royal Dublin Society 
to the Treasury praying for the grant of 0,500 /. to enable it to complete its 
several departments, and I am desired to state for the information of the Council 
that, under the circumstances, viz , the refusal of the Committee of Council on 
Education to recommend- the grant, His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant does 
not feel that he can properl}' advocate it at present. 

1 am to add, however, that His Excellency has heretofore considered the 
application for the grant in question of 9,500/. for completing the arrangements 
and fitments of the Royal Dublin Society as resting on its own admitted neces- 
sity, 
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sity, and regrets that it should have been made in any way dependent on the 
arrangements of another institution, thereby rendering the application at this 
moment inopportune. 

I have. 5tc. 

W. E. Steele, Esq., m. d., (signed) T. A. Larcom. 

Assistant-Secretary 

Royal Dublin Society. 



Sir, 17 February, I864. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th January, with its several 
enclosures, -and to inform you that the same have been carefully considered by 



them. 

My Lords see no reason to alter their former decision communicated by me on 
the 2nd December, and they do not consider they would be justified in advising 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to make the grant of 9,500/. 
so long as the recommendations of the Ooramissioners, of which such expenditure 
is but a portion remain unsettled, and may probably form the subject of further 
inquiry. 

I have &c. 

(signed) Norman MacLeod. 

The Secretary Royal Dublin Society. Assistant Secretary. 



122. 
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Bobm of ComnMt^ /9 

14 Mereh 18^4. 
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